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What is a narrative?

Narratives are a way to make sense of reality. The more complex reality, the more nonequivalent (and non-reducible) narratives describing the same system

First question(s):

Why does the EU want to increase the number of electric vehicles on the street?
What problems are they supposed to solve, what challenges lie ahead, and how do they compare
to other alternatives? Who will benefit from a transition to electric vehicles?

Narratives in policy
Policies are dominated by storytelling*
Policies identify: 1. what should be done; 2. how it should be done and 3. why it should be
done. (+ actors: good guys and bad guys, winners and losers, etc.)
Policies explicitly present the how, justify the what with the why, and take the relevance of the
why for granted.

“Increasing the number of charging points will increase the number of electric vehicles.
Electric vehicles reduce GHG emissions, can increase renewable integration in the grid, reduce
oil imports and decrease pollution in cities.”

*some great literature on this: Shanahan et al., 2011; Molle, 2008; Kaplan, 2002
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Why it should be done
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Justification narratives
(explicit and implicit)

Raw materials for batteries?
Reduce transport?
Move away from private
vehicles?
Reduce overall
consumption?
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Transport should not be curbed

Hierarchy of electric car narratives in EU policy
Text analysis via NVivo of EU policy documents:
- White paper on transport (2011)
- European Strategy for Low Emission Mobility (2017)
- Clean Energy for All Europeans (2019)
- Transport in the European Union: Current Trends and Issues (2018)
- Clean Power for Transport Package (2017)
Looking for nested narratives:
- Priorities
- Challenges
- Solutions
Tracking:
- Frequency of narratives
- Centrality of narratives
- Narrative clusters
More on different types of narratives in policy: Taking the European Knowledge Society Seriously (2009)
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Something else

2. Are all these higher goals possible
at the same time?
3. Do electric cars lead to other
effects that are unrepresented in
EU policy?
4. Do alternative measures reach the
same objective? Are they
represented in policy? Why are
they given more/less weight?

A system’s perspective:

1.

Contextualise electric vehicles in the metabolism of society as a whole

2.

Consider nexus patterns: not just GHG emissions, but also energy carriers, materials and
human activity (without converting them all into energy measurements!)

3.

Zoom out of the technological debate: compare electric vehicles to other (non-technological)
alternatives
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More on the quantitative methodology: Di Felice et al. (2019)
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